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AED Selection Guide
It’s Not Difficult…Really!
We aren’t just salespeople selling a new
technology. The AED Superstore is owned and
operated by current EMS administrators and
professionals! We really have defibrillated
people in the field and we know what it’s
about. Our experience helps us answer your
questions.
Your task is to find the right Automated
External Defibrillator (AED) for your application,
but the problem is there are so many to choose
from. You will find plenty of web sites which claim
to “help” you decide--but many will only “guide”
you to the models they sell. You’ve probably found
charts comparing the various AED models; but you
soon realize the “information” is skewed to the
manufacturer or dealer who created the chart. So
which model is the one you really need? We have
developed this handy guide to show you how to
make the right choice. This task is easier than you
think!

Use the AED Superstore™
Approach
Yes, this guide is unbiased! We wrote it
this way because we care! The AED Superstore
carries all brands of AEDs.
KEY POINTS
When you shop for AEDs, we suggest that you
base your purchasing decision on these three key
points:
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1. Purchase a model you can afford
2. Purchase an AED the likely rescuer will
be comfortable using and has features
which are important
3. Consider the long-term cost of
replacement batteries & electrodes
SIMILARITES
Here are the similarities among all models of
AEDs:









All new AEDs on the market are FDA
approved. They all work reliably to
perform the job they were designed to do.
There is no supporting research claiming
one brand will save more lives than
another.
All AEDs use visual and voice prompts
to easily guide you through a rescue.
They all operate similarly. Once you’re
trained and certified in the use of an AED,
you may use any model, anywhere!
All new AEDs use biphasic waveforms to
deliver life-saving therapy. It’s an
industry standard.
All new AEDs perform electronic selftests. They test their own circuitry and
batteries regularly. The AED itself will let
you know if it’s ready-to-use with a visual
and/or audible indicator.
All new AEDs come with a 5-year
manufacturer’s warranty. You may find
some companies selling AEDs with shorter
warranties. This tells you they’re used
devices.
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DIFFERENCES
You now know the similarities among all AED
models, but there are differences between them
too! These differences are most notable in features
and price. Here’s help on how to decide which
features may be important to you.






Replacement batteries come at different
costs for different AEDs. Basically, you
will find differences in battery life,
warranties, and features. To find your
average battery cost per year, simply take
the replacement cost of the battery and
divide by the battery life. On another note,
some models offer rechargeable batteries.
We suggest against them because it means
you’ll have to take your AED out-ofservice to perform battery maintenance or,
you’ll have to buy an extra battery to keep
your AED in service when recharging the
original.
Different AED models use different
energy levels to deliver shocks. Many
AED dealers will try to make this an issue,
but it is not. Regardless of the power
output of any AED, it will use a proprietary
waveform to deliver the shock
appropriately at its own internal power
setting suitable to the victim. Remember,
all AEDs are FDA approved and save
lives equally. See our “Myths” section
later in this guide.
There are different visual displays on
each AED. Some models have large
displays that are easy-to-see in different
lighting conditions, others do not. In what
sort of conditions could your AED be
used? Another common question is
whether or not to purchase an AED with an
ECG display. One philosophy is that an
ECG display is an unnecessary distraction
for lay-rescuers since they may be unable
to interpret an ECG anyway. It “clutters”
an otherwise simple display. On the other
hand, medical professionals will use AEDs
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with ECG output so they can see and
interpret what the AED is sensing. The
choice is yours.
Some AEDs perform a more detailed
internal self-test than others. As
mentioned previously, all AEDs perform
internal circuitry and battery checks and
will alert you if there is a problem. Only a
few AEDs check for the presence of
electrodes during self checks. (If the
electrodes are missing, these AEDs will
indicate the problem). Some AEDs have
their electrodes pre-connected so you can
visually check for their presence.
AEDs come in different sizes and
weights, and colors. This is a matter of
personal preference. We feel none of the
AED models on the market are
burdensome or difficult to use because of
their size. Your preference may be
portability if the need is to place the AED
in a small first aid kit. Alternatively, some
have had concerns about theft or
misplacing a smaller device. Again, your
application should determine what is right
for you.
Some models have more detailed voice
prompting. Not all AEDs “say” the same
things. All AEDs use voice prompts to help
you successfully shock patients out of
cardiac arrest. Some models are capable of
more specific prompting than others. One
unique AED will prompt you through all of
the steps of CPR. Your comfort level will
help determine your choice.
Different AED models come equipped
with different accessories. The AED
Superstore sells only brand new AEDs that
are fully equipped for rescue. When
comparing prices, understand what is
included in the purchase of the device. For
example, all AEDs come complete with the
device itself, electrode pads, and batteries.
Some come supplied with an extra set of
electrodes, a rescue kit, or even a carrying
case.
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Some AEDs may be used to defibrillate
pediatric patients. Overall, cardiac arrest
in pediatric patients is extremely rare. This
is an option on some models requiring you
to purchase a set of “lower-energy”
pediatric electrodes. Base your decision
whether or not to purchase the option by
determining how many children under the
age of 8 will be at your location at any
given time. We predict most brands will
have this option available by the middle of
2004.



And Now…AED Myths
But first, remember this.…Automated
External Defibrillators are life-saving devices
which give lay-persons the ability to save lives in
situations where previously only doctors, nurses,
and paramedics with specialized equipment could
do the job. AEDs have become extremely popular,
and in some industries they are mandated by law.
Due to their popularity, many dealers are selling
AEDs. Many are just sales people with no medical
or AED experiences who are selling the latest,
hottest product. Some unscrupulous dealers have
invented some of the stories we’ve encountered
below which have confused people like you, trying
to make the right decision. We want to set the
record straight!


“Get the AED model your local rescue
squad or ambulance uses.” FALSE!
Manufacturers of rescue squad cardiac
devices have perpetuated this argument for
obvious reasons. We disagree with it. First,
the critical minutes to save the victims life
are before EMS arrives on the scene. Buy
what works for you! Buying what your
local rescue squad uses could mean you’ll
pay hundreds of dollars more for an AED
that may not be as “user-friendly” as you
need. Second, we’ve encountered many
ambulance services which have changed
from one brand of defibrillator to another.
This makes it difficult and expensive to
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stay “compatible”. If compatibility is still
an issue for you, it’s nice to know that most
AED manufacturers make adapter cables to
match your AED to your local squad’s
defibrillator-regardless of what they use!
In our opinion, your local ambulance crews
can easily work with what ever brand of
AED you choose. Adapter not needed!
“Their AED doesn’t produce enough
power to defibrillate,” or, “their AED
produces too much energy which results
in heart damage to the patient.” FALSE!
A short time ago, all new defibrillators
(including AEDs) began using an electrical
waveform called “biphasic”, meaning these
new machines could deliver a type of “twin
shock.” Several manufacturers patented
their biphasic waveforms and found that
they could successfully defibrillate patients
with lower energy settings. Others went to
a biphasic technology but kept the higher
“monophasic” energy settings to maintain
efficacy. Marketing campaigns have
swirled around making both high and low
energy defibrillation methods inferior
and/or superior. Heart damage can occur to
patients who get too much energy, but
AEDs do not produce anything near those
types of levels! Some AEDs are “nonescalating” meaning they deliver shocks at
a constant power setting. As we said
earlier, it makes no difference. Again, there
is no research to support one brand of AED
will save more lives than another. All
AEDs work with the technology that’s
inside the box. All manufactures have to
prove to the FDA their devices work
reliably and effectively before they can be
put on the market.
“Their AED is too hard to use.” FALSE!
With approved CPR/AED training, all
AEDs are inherently easy to use. Buy an
AED which you are comfortable using.
Don’t let a salesperson tell you what is
difficult and what isn’t! You should make
this decision yourself.
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You’re Ready to Buy… What Else
To Consider
As you prepare to set your budget and determine
which model is right for you and your colleagues,
consider some of these accessories to effectively
implement your AED project:
9 An extra battery and extra set of
electrodes. Keep your AED ready-to-go
during and after a rescue! Electrodes are
single-use. Your AED will be “out-ofservice” until you replace them. Keep a
spare set on hand!
9 Carrying case. Protect your investment!
Soft-sided and hard cases are available.
9 Wall cabinet. Several options are available
with and without alarms.
9 Wall signs. Identify the location of your
AED to everyone.
9 Training aids. Learn and refresh your
CPR/AED skills often!
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Many more accessories are available. Visit our web
site at www.aedsuperstore.com for guaranteed secure online ordering or call us at 800-544-0048.
We hope this guide is helpful as you research
which AED is right for you. If you have any ideas
that would help other customers, please email us at
info@allied-usa.com so we may include it in future
editions of this guide!

AEDs For Life! ™

4

